
History of the Holy Guardian Angel Painting 
by Martha Nordick 

It was in 1981 when Fr. Edward Benning 
asked the Englefeld Catholic Women's League 
to sort through several boxes of articles at the 
old Englefeld Holy Guardian Angel Church. 
It was in one of these boxes that the painting 
of the Holy Guardian Angel was found. 

Two canvases were discovered, joined at the 
top, surrounded by gold fringe and tassels. On 
one side was a canvas with the picture of the 
Guardian Angel and on the other side was a 
canvas, on which were large letters 
"V.D.C.K." designed as an insignia. Fr. 
Edward told us this was a banner carried in 
processions by an organization that had the 
letters V.D.C.K. The picture of the Holy Guardian Angel was crumpled and 
badly damaged and had one fairly large hole in it. 

Father Edward realized this painting looked familiar. He looked for and found 
Berthold von Imhoff’s signature. Imhoff, of course, is the same painter that 

painted the murals in the Cathedral in Muenster. Fr. 
Edward then expressed a great desire to have this 
painting restored, if possible. The Catholic Women's 
League undertook this project with enthusiasm. This 
picture would be a reminder of the pioneers that built 
this parish and chose the Holy Guardian Angel as their 
Patron. 

An art studio in Saskatoon did a beautiful job of 
restoration, but on close inspection you can still find a 
tiny hole that could not be repaired. 

It is believed that Imhoff was commissioned to do this 
painting sometime between 1917 and 1923. 
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After doing research on the history of the Holy Guardian Angels parish, and 
with the help of my uncle, I found out that the letters V.D.C.K. stood for 
"Volksverein Für Deutsche Katholiken", which means "Organization for 
German Catholics”. 

When western Canada was opened to immigration, near the turn of the 20th 
century, a very large number of people that had German as their mother 
language were among the new immigrants. They had kept their German 
language and culture in their adopted country of Canada. So, on the 15th of 
July, 1909, the Organization for German Catholics was formed. This Lay 
Apostolate of German Catholics was very active throughout Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan, including right here in St. Peter’s Colony. This organization 
faded away during the Second World War, and officially ended in 1951-52. 

In the 42 years of existence this Lay Apostolate did great things for Church 
and Country. Through their efforts. German speaking settlers found homes in 
German communities and single people found employment on farms of 
German Catholics. During World War I, thousands of parcels were sent to 
starving people in Germany and during the Depression, the "Volksverein" sent 
large sums of money to the Bishop of Gravelbourg, where conditions were 
really bad. They also sponsored a Catholic radio program, as well as German 
libraries in the parishes. Catholic education was a priority and much effort 
went into establishing Catholic education in the schools. 

The "Volksverein" was a Catholic Lay Apostolate whose priorities advocated 
Catholic action, love of God, and love of neighbour. 

In 1926, the Holy Guardian Angels Parish was host for “Katholiken Tag", or 
"Catholic Day". It consisted of the celebration of mass on the first day 
with Prior Peter as celebrant. Mr. B. Bens, district president of the 
"Volksverein", gave a speech. On the second day a solemn requiem Mass 
was offered for deceased members. Fr. August Kierdorf, OMI, and general 
secretary for this organization addressed the gathering. And, as it was custom, 
in those days, banners were carried in the processions and days of 
celebration. Hence, the beautiful picture of the Holy Guardian Angel was 
carried with much pride by the "Volksverein Für Deutsche Katholiken" to 
show honor and love to the Patron of this parish.
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